Extract from "Winemaker Magazine". The Amateur Winemaker and Homebrewer Mav 1970.

Article "The Biggest Show Ever"

The 1970 NAWB Show was held at Caister Holiday Camp, there were 4,100 entries in 60 classes, 800 winemakers booked in for the weekend, 580 people entered, there were 200 judges and stewards.

With 4,100 bottles over 60 classes some of which were cookery, wine labels and similar non wine classes. There were only 4 beer classes. The average bottle entry is approx 70 per class, what was the highest bottle entry. There were 23 trophies (now 67) including the Itona Tankard for Class 51 Lager, which seems to have disappeared from the show.

A paragraph in the article reads: ​
GETTING TOO BIG?

The size of the annual show is worrying the committee. Dr. Webb, the Chairman told his audience at the prize giving. With over 4,000 entries it was becoming impossible to find enough judges and stewards, and if the show became any larger they ran the risk of an administrative breakdown in this respect - that had been narrowly avoided this year.

The remedy? Exhibitors might have to accept some form of restriction upon the number of entries allowed per person. In this way a high standard of quality would be maintained, but the selection of the best few wines from 20 or so from one winemaker would have initially to be done by the winemaker himself rather than the overworked judges. In this way winemakers might be persuaded to exhibit only their best wines and not all those which" might have a chance!"

