1971 NATIONAL SHOW
A sight to behold!

They filled a sombre hall with brilliant colour. They came from far and wide. Amber rubbed shoulders with cherry red; pure white glistened on one stand, pale golds and browns on the next. Bottles – hundreds upon hundreds of them – cherished masterpieces carrying their owners’ hopes of a first, or perhaps a mere recommendation, but all made with care from recipes chosen and developed with one end in view – to be displayed at the 1971 National Show.

Those massed ranks of bottles dominated the Show and as the judges the 3,000 bottles, a beautiful filled the air.

There is nothing quite like it! To be there is to experience the best in home-made wines, and the friendly hospitality of this country’s winemakers.

The judging lasted all day and gave way to a lively, boisterous, social evening which gave the local waitresses a chance to sample the “not for display” variety of wines.

And so to the Awards, Trophies and class winners, followed by the installation of the New National Association of Amateur Winemakers’ President, Ben Turner, and then it was all over; and next year we shall conquer Eastbourne!
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